
NOTES:
1 Move-in of the Landlord http://www.sftu.org/omi/   
2. Demolition Policy http://www.sftu.org/merger/  
3. Ellis Act Evictions http://www.sftu.org/ellis/ 

JUST CAUSE OVERVIEW

The Santa Barbara City Council is in the process of developing a JUST CAUSE ordinance for ALL 
UNITS in the City. Below is an example of JUST CAUSE in San Francisco. (Thanks to The San Fran-
cisco Tenants Union for the following information, with links from their website with instructions to 
Tenants on how to fight Just Cause.)

Nonpayment of rent, habitual late payment, 
or frequent bounced checks.

Breach (violation) of a term of the rental 
agreement that has not been corrected after 
written notice from the landlord.

Nuisance or substantial damage to the unit 
(waste), or “creating a substantial interfer-
ence with the comfort, safety, or enjoyment 
of the landlord or other tenants in the building.”

Illegal use of the unit. 

Termination of the rental agreement and the 
tenant refuses to execute a written extension 
for materially the same terms.

The tenant has, after written notice to cease, 
refused the landlord access to the unit as 
required by law.

Unapproved subtenant (approval can be 
either stated or implied) is the only person 
still remaining in the unit (subtenant holding 
over).

“JUST CAUSES” that do NOT require relo-
cation payment by Landlord: 

“JUST CAUSES” REQUIRING Relocation Pay-
ment by Landlord:  
Tenants who are not allowed to renew for the 
causes below, have a right to a relocation 
payment by the Landlord. The Santa Barbara City 
Council discussed Landlords paying tenants 3 to 
4 months’ rent --- plus an additional $3,000 for 
special categories of tenants such as low and 
medium income tenants, seniors over 60 and the 
physically handicapped. 

Move-in of the landlord or a close relative of 
the landlord. See SF Tenants Union description 
of “Move-in of the landlord”1 cases. 

Sale of a unit which has been converted to a 
condo. Seniors and permanently disabled 
tenants cannot be evicted for condo conver-
sions. Tenants have a right to a 1-year lease or 
120 days with relocation payments.

Demolition or removal of the unit from hous-
ing use. See SF Tenants Union description of SF 
Demolition2 policy.

Capital improvements or rehabilitation. (The 
tenant has the right to re-occupy the unit once 
the work is completed at the prior rent and the 
tenant has a right to relocation payments.)

Ellis Act. Withdrawal from rental housing use 
all of the units in the building or a unit 
detached from another structure on the same 
lot (e.g. a cottage). Senior (age 62) and 
disabled tenants must receive a one-year 
notice of eviction. All other tenants must 
receive 120 days’ notice. See SF Tenants Union 
description of SF Ellis Act evictions.3

Lead abatement.

“Substantial rehabilitation” of a building that is 
essentially uninhabitable.
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